
10+ Tips for New Authors 
 

This is an extra resource to go along with the original article: 

The Power of Editing: An Interview With New Author S.G. Blaise 

 
 

 
1. Overcome imposter syndrome. Do you feel like you're just pretending to 

be a writer? Here's advice on how to push past your doubts and tell the 

story only you can tell.  

2. Join a reading critique group, whether locally or online. This group can 

help you strengthen your writing skills by offering you regular feedback. 

Here are the 5 pros and cons of local writing groups.  

3. Read every single day and from multiple genres. The only way to be a 

better writer is to immerse yourself in good literature. But don't just stick to 

what you know. Stretch yourself and read from other genres, including 

self-improvement books for writers. Here's a list of 9 books to get you 

started.  

4. Take advantage of writing prompts. The goal is to write frequently, if not 

every day, so that you continue to stir creativity. You never know if your 

next prompt will turn into your next novel. Check out our action plan for 

how to write more words every day. 

5. Write through writer's block. You don't have to feel inspired to write. 

Turn writing into a habit. Instead of writing whenever and wherever, make it 

a routine where you show up (inspired or not). As you write, you'll 

eventually find inspiration. Here are our tips for getting over writer's block. 

6. Create an author website. This allows you to attract new readers (through 

search engine traffic) and connect directly with your current audience. You 

can also use your website to promote your book. Use your website to build 
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an email list. Your email list allows you to stay in contact with your 

audience. They may not always return to your website but you can always 

show up in their inbox. Check out these tips for making an author website.  

7. Get book reviews before publishing. People trust the reviews of others. 

Send advanced reading copies (ARC) to book bloggers who can *fingers 

crossed* leave meaningful and positive reviews. Here's what you need to 

know when working with a book blogger. 

8. Develop your writer's voice. The best thing you can do as a writer is to 

cultivate your own style. Here's how to find your writer's voice.  

9. Learn from the mistakes of other writers. You can leapfrog ahead on 

your journey just by reading about the mistakes of others. Here's a good 

list to get you started. 

10.  Work with a professional editor. Your critique group is a good start, 

but before you shop around your manuscript or self-publish, get a 

professional edit. It will help you tighten up your story and produce a 

mesmerizing tale. Check out this post on how to work with a professional 

editor.  

 

Remember: Just start writing. S.G.'s husband's advice is useful for all of us. 

Instead of talking, thinking, and wishing, just start writing and see what comes of 

it. 

 

Want even more writing tips? Check out this super-sized list of 100 tips to help 

you become a better author.  
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